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"We aim to be a loving, caring family of God, with Christ 
as our head, reaching out amongst ourselves and to the 
larger community to address spiritual beliefs, social needs 
and moral issues, guided by the teachings of Jesus.”

Pastor Notes  —-----

Congregational Christian Church of Somerset, UCC 

Take One!

Hello My Dear Siblings in Christ,

“The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. God makes me lie down 
in green pastures; God leads me beside still waters. God restores my soul” 
(Psalm 23 verses 1 – 3).   

In my past, I have been blessed to attend several different types of retreats 
and to lead a few myself. Each has given me spiritual grounding and wonderful 
memories of bonding in Christian fellowship, on a much deeper level than everyday
life can give. This has left a legacy upon my heart that I believe is now time to 
share with all of you.

What is the purpose for going on retreat? 
That you develop a deeper connection with God. For your own physical and spiritual restoration (even Jesus 
took time away with God). To develop better relationships with those who attend with you and to prepare you 
for service.

In researching places to hold said retreat, it was important to prayerfully consider what we would need, 
the right space, at the right cost. The Spirit has led me to what I believe is the most appropriate place for a 
small retreat gathering. The house sleeps up to 15 people, has a good kitchen, dining space, living room, 
function space for 30, several bathrooms, porch, and a beautiful view with tons of quiet nature all around. 
The name is Cedar Hill Retreat Center, in Duxbury, MA. No, I had not known of this place before.

Unfortunately, like so many other retreat centers, they are booked for the remainder of 2026. So, I am looking 
at a date in the spring or fall of 2027. The extra good news is that the Retreat Center has already contacted 1

https://www.facebook.com/CongregationalChristianChurchSomerset


me about a possible opening this September 11-13, 2026. At the writing this article this date is not confirmed. 
No matter the date, the structure will be the same.

The basic structure for those staying overnight is to arrive anytime on Friday afternoon. On Friday, you will 
have time to settle in, go to the beach, and explore. Close by is a Dunkin', a grocery store, ice cream shop, 
and other miscellaneous shops. You will have a schedule to include: free time, an introductory session, time to 
make dinner together, eat together. Then an activity and worship to close the night. We officially begin at 5pm.

Anyone coming on Saturday only would need to please arrive by 9am. If you wish to join us for breakfast, 
please arrive by 8am. Saturday will include worship, session, lunch, session, break, session, and closing 
worship.

Maybe it has been a long time or maybe you have never been on a church retreat?  So you may likely have 
some questions. What is a retreat?  How do we do it?  As we move forward the goal will be to answer those 
questions, so please ask. The focus for our first retreat will be on Prayer.   Carpooling will be recommended.

If you are interested, please let me know. Cost will be determined by how many people attend and what we 
decide to eat. If we are a full house then overnight will look to be about $50 each and Saturday only people 
would be about $25 per person. We still need to look at cost of supplies and food, but these should be close 
to accurate. If you are interested but need financial assistance there are funds available.

Peace,

The Reverend Cheryl Rieder
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PASTOR CHERYL con't

Stop By. First Class is FREE
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Veterans Supper
Our supper to support Somerset Veterans was held on Friday May 22nd. Thank you to all who helped with 
the preparation and serving of our supper. Over $2,000 was raised from the supper and support from local 
Somerset businesses and church members to buy gift cards to give to our Veterans Service Agent to 
disperse throughout the year.

Blanket and Tools Collections
For Mother's Day, we collected money for blankets that will provide warmth, hope and love to those
facing challenging times. In June, on Fathers Day, we will be collecting for tools that will empower families to 
learn how to cultivate gardens to grow food to feed their families.
A list of donors will be included in our church bulletins.

Outreach & Social Action/Faith Community Program

The Christmas Bazaar is set to be November 21, 2026, 9am to 2pm.
This is the Saturday before Thanksgiving.

Fundraising

We have our last regular scheduled class on June 14, The children will be participating in service on that day 
and will celebrate with a make your own ice cream sundae fellowship. 

On June 7, some children will be recognized as our Church acolytes. 

During the summer, parents will be contacted via text to let them know if there will be a class and this will be 
dependent on how many students can attend. 

The children will be having a cookout at Toni-Jean's. Date to be determined (sometime in July).

Religious Education

Greetings Congregation. 
The Social Media Broadcasting Team would like to take a moment to share it's gratitude to Loren. 
His dedication to stream our live worship services to our social media platform has greatly contributed to our 
online presence.  He has gone above and beyond to ensure that our Facebook  platform continues to thrive. 
Thank you Loren!

Social Media / Broadcasting

JUNE - Time to bring in your Father's Pics!
For the Month of May, we asked people to bring in a picture of their mom, 
without them in the picture unless they are a baby.  They are 
posted in fellowship hall and you are invited to guess whose Mom
- and now Dad -  it is. It is better if the picture is they were younger. 

Now it's time to do the same for June with Father's day.  
Let the guessing begin!

Deacons



4

STANDING COMMITTEE 
APRIL 8, 2026    Call to order 11:17am

Meeting Attendees: Pastor Cheryl, Lisa Mathieu, Betty Marsden, Carol Caetans, John Gagliardi, Dick Meyers, Barbara 
Smith, Robin Church, Pam Glass, Janina Asselin

Visitors: Marilyn Meyers, Lisa Levasseur

Prayer: Pastor Cheryl

Minister:  
• Tentative field trip to Boston to visit the Congregational Christian Church historical documents. Awaiting response 
• from Fisher Bus Company
• Members have requested to plan a retreat. Information is being gathered.
• We will be hosting the Old Colony Association Meeting on 5/17/26 @ 2pm. Light refreshments will be offered. 
• All are encouraged to attend.
• Pastor will be attending “Ties That Bind” Seminar on 4/25/26. She will be greeter.
• Prayer group continues on the 3rd Saturday of each month at 10:00am

Deacons:
    – Bible Study on hold until May 6th . It will be on “The Sermon on the Mount” books are $5.25 each        
    – New Paraments, suitable for Pentecost have been received from “Magnificant Liturgical Artwork” free of charge. 
    – A thank you will be sent to them.

Report of Committees
Property:
    – Light replaced at South entrance
    – AA Alarm repaired the alarm system
    – Columbus Energy replaced the thermostat in classroom #2. Batteries to be changed with DST
    – Upstairs door resealed
    – Drain pipe retied.

Fundraising:
    – Yard Sale took in $943.00
    – Turkey Dinner to be held in September
    – Looking into possible entertainer

Religious Education:
    – Sunday School activities continue

Faith Community & Christian Outreach:
    – Loads of Love awaiting financing to begin
    – Lenten Calendar to be collected

Memorial Garden & Purinton Cemetery:
    – Some clean-up was done due to fallen branches. Dick Meyers will take care of larger branches
    – Seasonal cleanup will begin in April.

Pastoral Relations:
    – First meeting held and Karen Rousseau elected as Chair.
    – Next meeting set for 6/13/26

Media Broadcasting:
    – Loren Bryan continues to video in Don’s absence, with Andy Church as back-up.
    – Lacey continues to photograph

Library/Historical::
    – Received 2 copies of “Invisible Courage”

New Business & Communications:
    – Zumba requested to begin Country Line Dancing on Wednesdays from 6-7:30 pm
    – Change made to donation to “Our Sister’s House” of gift cards instead of cash.
    – Request to move Weight Training classes to the lower level of the Church denied as unable 
       to accommodate them in the rooms
    – Thank you received from the First Baptist Church in Fall River for the donation of $500.00 to their dinner program

Meeting Adjourned at 12:15pm.  Next Meeting 5/10/26

Respectfully Submitted, Janina Asselin, Clerk



Somerset Council on Aging offers Computer Classes
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Sunday, June 7th at 11:15am.  

Pastor Cheryl will dedicate 
4 additions to our Memorial Tree.  
Please join us as we add leaves for:     
        Joel McCurry
        Farrell Freeborn
        Joy Nowak
        Shirley Denison

Memorial Tree 
Leaf Dedication

The Deacons Invite You to

Coffee & Conversation
Mondays 9:30am

Stop by the Rise Café for a relaxed time of conversation. 
900 County St, Somerset

You may enjoy a few laughs. We chat about everything!
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325-year-old Meeting House 
in Massachusetts appears on "Most 
Endangered Historic Places" List
By Neal Riley
Updated on: May 25, 2026 / 10:37 AM EDT / CBS Boston

The list of "America's 11 Most Endangered 
Historic Places" for 2026 includes a centuries-old 
landmark in Massachusetts.

The Swansea Friends Meeting House, which is 
located in Somerset, is said to be the oldest 
surviving Quaker meeting house in the state. 
It was built in 1701.

"Its simple structure is rooted in the Quaker 
belief of 'Inner Light' and emphasizes the 
human right to spiritual equality and dignity," 
the National Trust for Historic Preservation said 
in a statement.

A Quaker female minister, Patrice Brayton, 
is credited with leading the town to become one 
of the first in Massachusetts to abolish slavery.

The building was turned over to the town of 
Somerset in 2008. The Friends of Somerset 
Historic Preservation replaced the roof and 
reconstructed part of the meeting house in 2017, 
but the trust says that today "the building is 
vacant, unused, and requires investment to 
once again serve public uses."

The trust is giving the meeting house $25,000 
to go toward the more than $1 million that is 
needed for a full restoration.

In 2024, Minuteman National Park and Walden 
Pond in Concord made the list because 
advocates feared they could be harmed by the 
expansion of Hanscom Field Airport. The Boston 
Harbor Islands were on it in 2021, with the trust 
citing threats from climate change. 

Happy
Anniversary
Pastor Cheryl!

13 Years at the Pulpit
Somerset  Massachusetts

https://savingplaces.org/stories/11-most-endangered-historic-places-2026
https://savingplaces.org/stories/11-most-endangered-historic-places-2026
https://www.cbsnews.com/boston/news/concord-minuteman-national-park-walden-pond-environment/
https://www.cbsnews.com/boston/news/concord-minuteman-national-park-walden-pond-environment/
https://www.cbsnews.com/boston/news/boston-harbor-islands-on-list-of-most-endangered-historic-places/
https://www.cbsnews.com/boston/news/boston-harbor-islands-on-list-of-most-endangered-historic-places/
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But…. you can watch and worship with us via Facebook 
from your home. Here's the Link

facebook.com/CongregationalChristianChurchSomerset

Can't make it to service this week?  
We will miss you!

The glass table 
in front of the Memorial Tree 

is being used to honor 
the Veterans 

in the Memorial Garden. 

Thank you Carol Caetans

Saturday, June 20th at 11:30am
1411 County St, Somerset

All animals that are friendly are welcome. Please ensure your pets  are safe and secure.  
Yes, you may bring their pictures instead. 

God made all things and 
everything that breathes 

praise God's name.  
– Psalm 150:6

Everyone community wide is invited. 

Pastor Cheryl Rieder will be  

Blessing the Animals

https://www.facebook.com/CongregationalChristianChurchSomerset
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Gentle Chair Yoga
in Fellowship Hall with Pat Fox.

Stop in on Mondays at 9:30am. 
Cost is $5. 

Contact Karen R. for info. 

Are you going to Yoga this week?

John Gagliardi

Cheryl Gagliardi

Dana Johnson

John Carey

Rev. Cheryl Rieder

Sending Birthday Blessings to
Dick Meyers

John Possinger

Roger Gadry

Kathy Raposa

June Murphy

Dick & Marilyn Meyers

John & Nancy Possinger

Trinity Sunday is the first Sunday after Pentecost (falling on May 31, 2026) and is the only major Christian feast 
day that celebrates a specific doctrine rather than a historical event. Because Congregational churches trace their 
roots back to the Puritans and Separatists, their celebration of Trinity Sunday emphasizes specific theological and 
community ideals

• The Ultimate Model of Community: Congregationalists view the Trinity not as a dry mathematical puzzle, but as 
a living, eternal community of mutual love and relationship. The dynamic interplay of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 
provides the foundational blueprint for how a local church congregation should operate—in deep, 
non-hierarchical, democratic covenant with one another.

• Embracing the Mystery: True to their Reformed roots, Congregationalists do not try to rigidly explain away the 
Trinity with flawed physical analogies. Instead, worship resources from the United Church of Christ highlight 
Trinity Sunday as a time to stand in awe of the "unfathomable mystery" of a God who transcends human 
imagination.

What is Trinity Sunday about to the Congregational Christians?

https://www.ucc.org/worship-way/trinity-sunday-may-30/
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Your gift of a CWS Blanket brings comfort, care and hope to someone facing 
a difficult moment.

Your generosity makes this possible. Every blanket you share tells a 
neighbor, “You’re cared for.”

Missy Boegler from Barbara Smith 
Bea Gerrish from Toni Jean Gadry

Hazel Carr from Pam Glass 
Mom Celeste from Janina Asselin

Aida Ferreira from Arminda Ferreira
Shirley Denison from Karen Rousseau

Angelina Carvalho & Natalie Caetans from Gil & Carol Caetans 
Selina Silvia from Robin Church

Family Members from Marilyn Meyers
Catherine F. Waring & Venice L. McCurry from Caroline McCurry

Grandmother from Cheryl & John Gagliardi
Louise Bullock from Betty Marsden
Ginny Berwick from Nancy James 

Sally James from Russell James
Ruth Pickering from John, Nancy & Angela Possinger

Betty Chung from John, Nancy & Angela Possinger
Joy Nowak from John, Nancy & Angela Possinger

Kathy Hurley from John, Nancy & Angela Possinger
Sarah Davies from Nancy & Russell James

How about the definition 
of Clarification: 

to fill in the background with so many 
details that the foreground 

goes underground.

~ In Memory of ~ CWSBlankets.org
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Wednesdays 1pm

– ADULT SERIES –

"The Sermon on the Mount"
WE WELCOME ALL IN THE COMMUNITY TO OUR BIBLE STUDY. NO NEED TO BE A MEMBER OF THE CHURCH. 
Please see Deacon Janina for book $5.25

All Are Welcome to attend.

Annual Meat Pie Supper held to Support Somerset Veterans
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Oh, that Deacon Don!

How people treat you is their Karma; how you react is yours. – Wayne Dyer

answers

Dear Friends in Christ,

We invite your congregation to join us for a special 
Strengthen the Church Offering on Sunday, May 24. 
Innovation and growth in ministries across the Southern 
New England Conference and the wider United Church 
of Christ 
that shape faith, inspire leadership, and connect us 
more deeply 
to one another are strengthened by this offering.

This year, we are especially excited to lift up the 
expanding vision 
for Youth and Young Adult ministries across our confer 

1) On one occasion, as Jesus and His disciples were traveling, they saw a blind man. 
    Which question did the disciples ask of Jesus?
    a.) Would it be possible to cure the man's blindness?
    b.) Was the man blind because of his sin or his parents' sin?
    c.) Why does God allow disease

Bible Quiz: The Trinity

1) Which is an accurate statement of the Christian doctrine of the Trinity?
     ___ There are three true Gods: the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
     ___ The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit are different aspects or persons of the one true God.
     ___ The Son and the Holy Spirit are the servants of God the Father.
     ___ The Son is the servant of God the Father, and the Holy Spirit is the servant of the Son.

2) True or False? The Holy Spirit and the Holy Ghost are the same.
      ___ True
      ___ False

3) Fill in the blank: The _____ of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of 
the Holy Spirit, be with you all.
      ___ Power
      ___ Wisdom
      ___ Grace
      ___ Love

4) Fill in the blank: Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, _____ them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. (NIV)
      ___ Baptizing
      ___ Conquering
      ___ Loving
      ___ Converting

ANSWERS: 1. The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit are different aspects or persons of the one true God.   2. True    3. Grace   4. Baptizing

https://sneucc-email.brtapp.com/!y9-CEIH9rVBmMlJC6Mia7paoNGhD0TXjwlFtbdkmbKsYTA1nc9eCyAngfXa2Bcx8M
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