
Can you believe that it is already April? 
We have entered Spring and Lent is half over. We have much to do this month 
as we prepare to honor and praise the Resurrection of our Lord, Jesus Christ. 
Here are some of this month’s happenings.

*Let us start in worship on Sunday mornings at 10am while children have time 
of Stories and Crafts. Then following we'll enjoy fellowship with one another. Often 
there are meetings on Sundays that follow fellowship.

*Join us at 11am on Monday mornings at the Rise Café. Come and enjoy some 
sharing of conversation and fellowship. Everyone is welcome and we now have 
people from three churches gathering to spend time together.

*Grief Support continues Wednesdays at 11am. This has served as a valuable 
resource to many in the local and Greater Fall River communities.

*By-Laws Task Force currently meets on Wednesdays at Noon.

*Lenten Bible Study is at 1pm on Wednesdays and will wrap up the Wednesday following Easter. However, 
we tend to ask lots of questions and discuss much, so it is likely we may continue an extra week or two.

*New Prayer Group begins at noon on Saturday April 5th.  We will meet at the church and decide how we 
should move forward at this meeting. This prayer group will not be included with our Sunday prayers and those 
listed in Announcements. This group shall be more confidential in nature. If you wish to participate or have 
prayer requests, please contact me via text or phone (774) 454-9341 or via email revsomerset@gmail.com 
or you may message me through Facebook.
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guided by the teachings of Jesus.”

Pastor Notes  —-----

Congregational Christian Church of Somerset, UCC 

Take One! include 
minutes

1

https://www.facebook.com/CongregationalChristianChurchSomerset


Pastor Cheryl Cont. —-

*Yoga, Zumba, and Women’s Health Groups continue to meet regularly.

*Auction to be held on Saturday, April 12th .

*Palm Sunday, April 13th begins Holy Week, and our children have something special planned during our 
worship time. You do not want to miss this.

*Maundy Thursday worship and simple soup and bread supper will be held at the Somerset Baptist Church, 
6pm on April 17th .

*Good Friday, April 18th from 9am - 3pm our church sanctuary will be open for prayer and reflection. We will 
ring the bell nine times at 9am to represent the nails be hammered through Jesus’ body.  At noon, we shall 
offer prayer and scripture reading.  At 3pm we shall ring the bell three times and offer a closing prayer.

*Easter Sunday at 6am, we shall gather at Waterfront Park along with the Somerset Baptist Church and 
anyone else who may like to join us. Together we shall rejoice and worship that our Messiah has been raised 
from the dead! Then at10am, we shall gather in our church and worship in the Sanctuary. Following worship 
and praise celebration in the Sanctuary, you are invited to join us in the Fellowship Hall for conversation, an 
Easter Egg Hunt, and Breakfast of Breads.

*Maybe you know someone who could use an Easter dinner? Or, maybe to be invited to Holy Week or Easter 
festivities?

Some other things your Pastor is up too:
*Home, Nursing Home, Hospital, and shut-in Visitation.
*Availability to church members, friends, and community, for pastoral care and support, as needed.
*Prepare weekly bulletins and worship services. Along with preparations for bible study and grief groups.
*Support to all church committees and church meetings.
*Attends Community of Practice each month on the 4th Tuesday morning.
*Attends Old Colony Association and Conference meetings.
*Meets with other local clergy for support to wider community.
*Additional training is required for clergy to stay up to date on the issues of our days.

Some of these training events are Racial Justice, Gender in Society Today, Immigration, Boundary Awareness, 
Safety for Churches (this was through Homeland Security), along with others. Generally, 
I try to attend at least two or three training events a month. Sometimes these are via technology and 
sometimes I travel. There is a Racial Justice Training via Zoom I will be attending all day Saturday, April 26th.

*Earth Day is Tuesday April 22nd so come along and join us for a picnic and cleanup of Dighton Rock State 
Park on Sunday April 27th .

I continue to prayerfully find events and topics that will be interesting and faith formation opportunities for you. 
Please be aware that as an affiliate of the United Church of Christ (UCC) you can use the UCC website and 
find all kinds of information and events you may be interested in.

May we keep growing in faith and love and let us keep worshipping together and inviting new and old friends 
to come and join us in the name of the One who leads us, the Risen Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.

Peace,

The Reverend Cheryl L. Rieder

But…. you can watch and worship with us via Facebook from your home
Here's the Link  facebook.com/CongregationalChristianChurchSomerset

Can't make it to service this week?  We will miss you!
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See you at
Dighton Rock
Sunday, April 27, 2025
Park Clean Up. Speaker. Tour. 
Cookout with 'Chef Poss'

Bring your friends!

Library/Historical Committee
A copy of "You Will Be Peter" has been donated to the library and is available to borrow. 

Church photographs are being sorted and are in need of identification. A table will be set up with pictures 
that have post it notes on the back. Feel free to write on the note if you recognize anyone. There are some 
great memories there. 

Donation book plates have been purchased so we can note the donor of books we have been blessed to 
receive.

Ways & Means 
Ways and Means would like for everyone to start getting ideas together for an upcoming meeting in April 
(date is TBD)

Ways & Means will set up and clean up for Easter Breakfast of Breads with suggestion to make all self 
serve this year as then everyone has the opportunity to enjoy.  Tablecloths and napkins have been donated. 
Sign up sheet should will be available for food items. 
Blessings, Toni-Jean

Faith Community Coordinator/SAM
Easter Flowers - Order sheets are available to order flowers for Easter Sunday. There is a choice of lilies, 
tulips, daffodils, and hyacinths. We will be ordering them on April 8th from Araujo's Garden Center in
Dighton.

Veterans Supper - Our supper to support Somerset veterans will be held on Friday May 23th .
We will need helpers to set up the tables and chairs on Thursday evening after the Zumba class and
Friday morning to set the tables and prepare the serving tables; and from 3:30pm to 8pm to help with
preparing and serving the meal and clean up. A sign up sheet will be available on May 4th .

Prayer Chain -  For those interested in joining, we will be having an organizational meeting on Saturday 
April 5th at noon for our Prayer Chain. This is for those who request prayers that they do not want to be 
broadcast on the Sunday church.
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Social Action Mission "SAM"
Local Author Steve Manchester will be speaking at our church on Sunday, April 13th at 1pm.
We will have a luncheon with him  at 12noon followed by his presentation.

He is a best selling author, called New England's Storyteller, who has written more than 2 dozen books
with 4 of them being national best sellers. He will be discussing his newest release “You Will Be
Peter”, the story of Simon, a fisherman, who will become the first Apostle chosen by Jesus to be the
founder of the early Christian Church.

There will be a book signing with books available to purchase after the presentation.

Meet & Greet 
Award Winner Author

Steve Manchester

You Will Be Peter captures the three-year ministry of Jesus Christ through 
the eyes of Simon Peter, a rough and brazen fisherman who becomes 
Jesus Christ’s first chosen Apostle and Founding Father of Christianity.

Living in Capernaum in Galilea more than two thousand years ago, 
Simon Peter struggled—as we all do—to make the right decisions. In 
search of the Messiah, he met Jesus on the banks of the Jordan River. 
“You are Simon,” Christ told the impetuous man. “You will be called 
Peter.” As Jesus knew, Simon Peter was the kind of friend anyone would 
be lucky to have—until he was not.

In You Will Be Peter, the timeline is accurate, depicting the actual steps 
taken by Jesus and his early followers. Just imagine what the men and 
women who followed Jesus Christ were thinking. Imagine the dialogue 
shared between them, as they unknowingly followed Jesus into history.

Winner of the Paris Book Festival and New England Book Festival, You 
Will Be Peter is a heartfelt tale of faith and surrender, of betrayal and 
redemption. It is a unique perspective—enhanced by sights, sounds, and 
smells— of the greatest story ever told. If Simon Peter, the Everyman, 
could start a movement that lasts two thousand years, what can his 
amazing story teach us today? Just imagine…

CREDIT COPYRIGHT You Will Be Peter - Jerry Lathan with Steven Manchester

Sunday, April 13th at 1:00pm
Congregational Christian Church of Somerset

1411 County St, Somerset, MA 02726

Book Signing
Steven Manchester  • #1 National Bestselling Author  • stevenmanchester.com  • (c) 617-862-8311  • Steven.h.manchester@sunlife.com

http://www.stevenmanchester.com/
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For daily happiness, learn to enjoy the 
scenery even on a detour.

The Deacons Invite You to

Coffee & Conversation
Mondays 11am

Stop by the Rise Café for a relaxed time of 
conversation. 

900 County St, Somerset

You may enjoy a few laughs. We chat about everything!

There's a new army of lil Jesus' just waiting to be found, 
and if you find yourself in a dark place they glow in the 
dark. Let your light shine. Share your light with others. 
— Religious Education Class aka best Lil Jesus Placers

Lil' Jesus Mission
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Gentle Chair Yoga
in Fellowship Hall.

Join us on Mondays at 9:30am. 
Cost is $5. 

Please contact Karen R.  for information. 

CREDIT: SOMERSET COUNCIL ON AGING NEWSLETTER April 
2025 edition
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Connor Dupré

Barbara Smith Luis & Michaela Botelho
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