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Happy and Blessed Fall Everyone,
On October 18th, we started or restarted Prayer Group. We will meet on the 
third Saturday morning of each month, at 10am, in the Adult Classroom in the 
lower level of the church. The Adult Classroom is through the main entrance, 
down the stairs, first door on the right. This group is open to anyone who would 
like to participate. We will all be held to strict confidentiality.

Maybe you need prayer but do not want to ask during worship? Maybe someone 
ou know? Maybe it is something else? There are several ways you can get 
prayers to the Prayer Group. First, you may join us directly by participating in the 
group. Second, you may discuss your prayer request with Pastor Cheryl. 

Third, during worship there are prayer cards that can be found in your pews. 
They should be in the little slot in the back of the pew in front of you. You may fill out and drop into the 
offering plate each Sunday. Fourth, you will find a prayer request box on the wall outside of the pastor’s 
office. In all cases, please note where you want prayers lifted, in the Prayer Group, during worship, or 
privately with Pastor. If not noted, it will be presumed your requests are for the Prayer Group.

“Therefore, confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed. 
The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective.”  – James 5:16

We hope you will take advantage of all opportunities available to lift each other, our community, nation, and 
world, in prayer. If you would like to participate but Saturdays do not work, please consider praying for those
who pray. Also, we would ask everyone to join us in a time of reflective prayer on Saturday morning at 10am.
 
From wherever you may find yourself please let us join our hearts, minds, and voices, together in prayer
for God’s love and light to be accepted in all hearts here on earth.

Peace,    Pastor Cheryl Rieder 1

https://www.facebook.com/CongregationalChristianChurchSomerset


Toni-Jean Gadry - 2025 Event Coordinator

Spread the Word about our Christmas Bazaar!
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Social Action and Mission / Faith Community Coordinator
••  We will have Thanksgiving Envelopes available in the sanctuary for anyone who wishes to make a 
donation to benefit the general budget.

••  During the month of November we will be collecting Food Donations that will go to the Church of our 
Saviour Food Pantry and for Thanksgiving baskets as needed.

••  Christmas Gift Program – We are in our 12th year of working with the Somerset Elementary Schools to 
provide Christmas gifts for families in need of an assist during the holidays. We will also be adding middle 
school students this year. Gift tags will be available starting Sunday, November 2th . A description of our 
program is available in Fellowship Hall for those new to this program. Gifts will be collected on Sunday, 
December 7th . See Karen R. with any questions.

Pastoral Relations
••  Pastoral Relations met on October 25th and set the first 3 Sundays in November for the Pastor's 
Evaluation. The eval forms be be folded and placed in the bulletins which will be handed out by our greeters. 
There will be a box in the Fellowship Hall for the completed forms. 

We are accepting applications for The Rev. Dr. Merrill Emery Scholarship. This scholarship 
was set up in memory of The Rev. Dr. Emery's 35 years of service to the Congregational 
Christian Church of Somerset and beyond. The Rev. Dr. Emery touched many lives during 
his tenure in the area, and with that in mind, the church was inspired to set up this memorial 
scholarship. There are applications available in the office or download: https://bit.ly/3DjoBg4                      
–  Scholarship Committee:  David Neely, Lois Robinson

Donations always welcome to this scholarship.

Rev. Dr. H. Merrill Emery Scholarship

"Wisdom only comes with experience 
and experience only comes with time."
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Grief Support Group
Wednesdays 11am-12pm

WHY: To help you find comfort among those with understanding.

WHO: To all who are 18 or older who are experiencing grief and loss.

The group is held to confidentiality. You are welcome to join any or all sessions. 

1411 County St, 
Somerset MA 02726

THIS GROUP IS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

The Deacons Invite You to

Coffee & Conversation
Mondays 11am

Stop by the Rise Café for a relaxed time of conversation. 
900 County St, Somerset

You may enjoy a few laughs. We chat about everything!
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God will carry us through all the hardships we face in life. No matter what might happen or where life may lead 
us, God is there with open arms He is all knowing and understanding in all our time of need. Wen we happen to 
face these trials of pain, loss, heartbreak and illness, God provides us with the strength to push through it and to 
keep on going. 

God is the one guiding you as you walk down that unknown path. You are being brought up in his image to grow 
and understanding all things in a more godly perspective. God's mercy will never fail us - He will be there with 
each new day.  God's strength has helped me get me through my trial or loss in life. As it quotes in Roman 5:3-4  
"affliction produces endurance and endurance character and character hope".  

I remember when I loss my mom it was a difficult time.  Still is. I felt lost, alone and broke down without seeing 
light. But in time that affliction, that pain I carry each day with God with me as my rock & my guide, I was able to 
build endurance to get up each day to push on and to become who I am now in this moment.  God came into my 
life, showed me his love and light to pick me up when I was down and hold me when I felt broken & full of sorrow. 
He is my savior. 

In my walk with God I was able to build from that endurance character to be who I am - to be able to live my life 
and learn so much about my faith and grow so much - all from God strength. Living this life without my mom isn't 
easy. It's not something I wanted to do so soon in my life, but one thing I can say is God has carried me through 
each one of those days when I felt lonely, alone and sad. He hasn't left me or abandoned me. He is right there 
holding me close and telling me to go on live my life and blossom. He shows me all the blessing in my life. All I 
have to be thankful for.  

That character I am now, the one who renewed her strength in God, has found a hope, a life in Jesus. To seek him 
in each new day, to give thanks for all I have and who I am yet to be, the glory goes to God. When you go through 
pain and trials in your life and its gets hard and you don't think you can carry on let go and let God take over. He 
will pick you up and lead you there. He will be all you need. Put all your trust in him and your strength will flow. 

Hoping on the lord gives us that renewed strength as in Isaiah  40:31 "Those who hope in the Lord will renew 
their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles. They will run and not grow weary. They will walk and not be 
faint."  

Telling us that our weight or pain and sorrows will be lifted, that we will run and not be full of that sadness 
holding us down, to have God there putting it all in His hands.  So soar as eagles free from that pain we carry in 
our hearts to feel God's presence give us that true peace no matter the storm around you. Seek God first in all you 
do to grow in his image to be able to walk without fear 2 Thessalonians 2:17  "encourage your hearts and 
strengthen you in every good deed".

God is at every crossroad, every trial you are yet to face in this life. God has encouraged my heart and has given 
me the strength to get through all I need. He has carried me through the worse moment of my life so why should I 
fear the coming trials? His strength is renewed each day. I have his love there each waking moment. We all will 
walk and never grow weary because of God's gift -  giving us Jesus to carry our sins and pain all he took on for us. 

No matter what life throws at you, what trials you may face, carry the strength of the Lord always and you can do 
all things that may come your way.  Amen 

Gain Your Strength Through Your Pain  by Lacey Capella

Don't Miss Out!
Join our email list.  Send your email to uccsomersetchurch@gmail.com to let us know you'd like to join 
or go to www.congregationalchurchsomerset.com  to subscribe.



Let's Ask A I . 
What is a Church Community?

The Robot Says:
A church community is a group of people who are committed to a shared faith, offering spiritual and 
practical support to one another. It is characterized by practices like fellowship, shared meals, prayer, 
and devotion to God's word, and often extends beyond formal services to include activities like helping 
neighbors, youth programs, and small group interactions. It is a "family of faith" that functions as an 
extended support system, with members engaging in mutual service and discipleship. 

Core aspects of a church community

● Fellowship and mutual support: The community provides a sense of belonging and partnership in 
life, known as "koinonia," which involves a commitment to share life together and support each other 
through challenges. This can include practical help like assisting with moving or providing care 
packages. 

● Spiritual commitment: Members are devoted to God's Word and prayer, both individually and 
together. This involves studying scripture and praying for guidance, unity, and spiritual growth. 

● Shared practices: Key practices include "breaking bread," which refers to both sharing meals and 
participating in communion, as well as meeting together regularly to encourage one another. 

● Discipleship and service: A church community is committed to teaching and discipleship, helping 
members grow in their faith and encouraging them to live out their beliefs. This includes using one's 
gifts to serve others and fulfilling roles within the community. 

● Beyond formal gatherings: Community life extends beyond Sunday services to include small 
groups, neighborhood activities, and family events, which helps foster deeper relationships and a 
sense of being an extended family. 

6



7

Stewardship
Hello Everyone,

I do not know about you, but once again I am finding my mailbox overflowing with requests for donations to 
support all kinds of causes.  Many are really good causes and at times I feel overwhelmed wishing I had the 
ability to help them all.   Then of course, I have those moments when I am simply frustrated at how many 
organizations have my information and are asking for money when things are already so tight and getting 
tighter!

Although this is similarly a letter requesting a donation or pledge, we are also asking you to pray about your 
relationship with God and your church. What does it really mean to you? Pray on this and think about what the 
church makes available to us and to the public through helping people stay physically fit with yoga, Zumba, 
and a Women’s Health program, along with CPR classes and food and health seminars throughout the year.

We have dinners to raise funds for Veterans, along with plays that raise money for Heifer. We are blessed 
to continue the White Gifts program with the local Somerset Elementary schools. Our church gives financial 
assistance to help local food, clothing, and shelter programs throughout the local community and beyond.

We strive to help with emotional and spiritual concerns by offering a Grief Group, and a Prayer Group. 
There are opportunities for private consultation and visits with the pastor. We have educational programs such 
as Sunday Time for Children and regularly changing Bible Study for adults.

Starting this month we are beginning our Advent Book Study on the Gospels, on Wednesday afternoons 
at 1 PM. The most important thing among all of this is that we are here to Worship and Praise the Lord our
God every Sunday morning at 10 AM in-person, on Facebook, and on YouTube. There is regular time for 
fellowship with one another.

Our Pianist Yuri Woodcock will be offering a musical event at the Clifton Rehab this December. 
Speaking of Clifton, I offer ongoing support to both the Nursing Home and the Assisted Living Communities. 
I meet regularly with local clergy and chaplains to strive to assist where there is a need.

Let us not forget the Christmas Bazaar in the fall and the Trunk Treasures in the spring, both which showcase 
so many local crafters and artisans. Now even a few local businesses are also participating. 
I am available to offer prayers whenever asked by the local community and have participated in the 
Animal Blessing opportunities at both the church and the Swansea Animal Shelter, Wreaths Across America, 
Veterans Day Service, and 911 Remembrance.

Soon, we will begin the White Gifts program, and forms for the Luminary Candles will be available. Luminaries 
are another way we try to reach out to the wider community. A cross of luminaries is set up and lit
on the church green on Christmas Eve for all to see. Following our Christmas Eve service, we have a special 
time for remembering and lifting all those for whom the candles have been lit.

With all of this and whatever is happening in your world around you, we do hope that you will prayerfully 
pledge what you are able for 2026. Let us not forget there are other funds along with continued support 
to our regular programs such as the General Fund, the Birthday Bank, the Memorial Garden, the Discretionary 
Fund, the Benevolent Fund, and the Emery Scholarship. If I have missed something here, 
let me know. Please know that giving is not only financial, but the work of our hands together. 

Do not forget to help with and shop at the Christmas Bazaar on November 22nd!  

Please remember that it is all about what is in your heart, and mind, and soul, as you speak with God 
in your prayers and listen to what God says is right for you. 

“So let each one give as they purpose in their heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; 
for God loves a cheerful giver.”  – 2 Corinthians 9:7

“For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also,” -- Matthew 6:21

Peace,   The Reverend Cheryl Rieder
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Apollos
Apostle
Artemas
Calistas
Disciple
Epaphroditus
Eusebius
Fortunatus
Hippolytus
James
Lazarus
Linus
Lucius of Cyrene
Luke
Mary of Magdala
Nathanael
Nicodemus
Onesiphorus
Paul
Priscilla
Prochorus
Saint Anne
Saint Joseph
Simon Peter
Simon the zealot
Sosthenes
Virgin Mary

Sending Birthday 
Blessings to

Janina Asselin
Rosemary Forte

YARD SALE 
DONATIONS

We are accepting new or gently used items 
for our yard sale that is held during the 

Christmas Bazaar.  

Bring them to the church over next few 
weeks. No electronics or clothes please.

We appreciate your donations 
for this Church Fundraiser. 

Andrew Rieder
Annmarie Sawyer

WORD SEARCH: Fishers of Men
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Stop in to Dance!  
First class is free.

R U Going to 
Zumba Tonight?
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